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(57) Abstract: A synthetic staple fiber for an airlaid 
nonwoven fabric, characterized in that it has a fiber 
length of 0. 1 to 45 mm and a cross-sectional shape hav- 
ing 1 to 30 concave portions wherein the concave por- 
tion has a ratio (D/L) of the maximum depth (D) to 
the maximum opening width (L) in the range of 0.1 to 
0.5. The above synthetic staple fiber exhibits good air 
opening characteristics and is suitable for producing 
an airlaid nonwoven fabric having excellent quality. 
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